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New York Biotechnology Associat ion 
presents 

W OMEN  IN B IO TE CH NO LO GY 
A pre-conference workshop in conjunction with the 

NYBA 17th Annual Meeting 
 

Sunday, May 18 
1:00-5:30 PM 

Marriot t  Marquis Hotel 
6th Floor, Plymouth-Royale Room 

venture capital   technology   law   science   intellectual property   finance   regulation   careers 
 
The biotechnology industry represents a burgeoning arena for women entrepreneurs, scientists, lawyers, 
consultants, venture capitalists, and many others.  Join us as we bring together women executives from 
across the industry to explore the impact, issues and opportunities for women in biotechnology. 
 

!  Workshop Program 
 
1:00-1:10 Welcome and opening comments 
 
1:10-1:45 Keynote Address:  Barbara Dalton, PhD 

Vice President , Venture Capital, Pfizer 
Barbara Dalton leads Pfizer Venture Investments with interests in a broad range of therapeutics from 
small molecules to biopharmaceuticals and vaccines as well specialty pharmaceuticals, diagnostics, drug 
delivery and health care technologies. 

 
1:45-3:00 Panel Discussion: Building and Financing a Biotech Business 

Moderator: Sharon Mates, CEO, Intra-Cellular Therapeutics, Inc. 
Panel: Mary Beth Borgwing, Senior Vice President, Willis 

Theresa Mazzullo, CEO, Excell Partners, Inc. 
 
3:00-3:15 Networking Break 

 
3:15-4:00 Law and Intellectual Property 

Kristin H. Neuman, Esq., Senior Counsel, Proskauer Rose, LLP 
Jane Wasman, JD, General Counsel, Acorda Therapeutics, Inc. 

 
4:00-4:40 From Bioscience to Biobusiness 

Cynthia Kuper, CEO, Versilant Nanotechnologies, Inc. 
Lorraine Ellis, CEO, Research Dynamics Consulting Group, Ltd. 

 
4:40-5:30 Career Opt ions and Trends 

Moderator:  Christine Casey-Charter, Senior Branch Leader, Lab Support 
Panel: Marianne Porter, Manager Human Resources & Administration, PsychoGenics, Inc. 

Saudhamini Parthasarathy, PhD, President & CEO, Scitora, Inc. 
Gerri Babiarz, HR Consultant 
 

5:30-7:00 Recept ion 
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Speaker Biographies 
Barbara Dalt on, PhD 
Vice President , Venture Capital, Pf izer Inc. 
Barbara J. Dalton, Ph.D. has built a long and varied career, 
encompassing a decade each in academic research, 
pharmaceutical research and venture capital.   Barbara 
currently leads Pfizer Venture Investments with interests in a 
broad range of therapeutics from small molecules to 
biopharmaceuticals and vaccines as well specialty 
pharmaceuticals, diagnostics, drug delivery and health care 
technologies.  Prior to joining Pfizer in 2007, Barbara spent 
10 years at S.R. One, Limited, SmithKline Beecham's venture 
investing arm.  There she identified companies pursuing novel 
science and unique products as well as exploiting data and 
information management in drug discovery and 
development. As a researcher at SmithKline Beecham, she 
focused on immunology; prior to that, she was a research 
assistant at the Medical College of Pennsylvania, where she 
received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology. Barbara 
is a graduate of Pennsylvania State University. 
 
Sharon Mates, PhD 
Chairman & CEO, Int ra-Cellular Therapeut ics, Inc. 
Sharon Mates received her Ph.D. in Neuroanatomy and 
Neuroscience from the University of Washington in 1981. 
Following postgraduate work at Harvard Medical School and 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Mates established 
and managed a small business, followed by a position as a 
research analyst and investment banker in San Francisco. 
From 1989-1998 Dr. Mates was the President of North 
American Vaccine and its predecessor companies. Dr. Mates 
was a co-founder of Functional Genetics Inc. and served as 
its Chairman and CEO from December 2000-August 2003. 
Upon co-founding ITI and through August 2003, Dr. Mates 
was the CEO of FGI and ITI. In August 2003, Dr. Mates 
relinquished her leadership role in FGI to accelerate the 
growth of ITI. She is an emeritus member of the Board of 
Visitors of the Biotechnology Institute of the University of 
Maryland, a member of the Advisory Council of the Center for 
Society and Health at the Harvard School of Public Health 
and a board member of Gilda's Club New York and The New 
York Biotechnology Association. 
 
Mary Beth Borgwing 
Senior Vice President , NY Life Sciences Pract ice 
Leader, Wil lis Group Holdings 
Mary Beth Borgwing is Senior Vice President of Willis Group 
Holdings, a global insurance broker with 300-plus offices in 
more than 100 countries and a team of 15,400 employees 
serving clients around the world. Borgwing was previously 
the Northeast life-sciences practice leader for the insurance 
services firm Marsh, where she was responsible for the 
delivery of professional and risk management services to 
technology, biotechnology and medical-device diagnostic 
and pharmaceutical companies. She served on the Life 
Sciences Task Force for Marsh and co-chaired the Intellectual 
Property Committee. Before joining Marsh, Borgwing was 
chief financial officer for Sentillion, a clinical health-care spin-
off from Hewlett Packard. Some of her many professional 
affiliations include the Financial Executive Institute, the 
Forsyth Institute for Biomedical Research and the MIT 

Enterprise Forum 10-250 Committee. Borgwing received an 
MBA in finance management from Simmons Graduate School 
of Management. 
 
Theresa Mazzullo 
CEO, Excell Part ners, Inc. 
Theresa B. Mazzullo is the Chief Executive Officer at Excell 
Partners. Prior to joining Excell, Theresa spent six years as 
President & Principal of EPIC Advisors, Inc a 401(k) retirement 
plan company with $1.5 billion in retirement plan assets. As 
a former banker, Theresa held various positions within 
financial institutions, including a Senior Vice President of First 
National Bank, where she established and built a Trust and 
Investment Division. She managed to grow the Trust & 
Investment Division to $125 million in five years and at the 
same time built and managed the infrastructure to support 
the broker-dealer business unit for the bank.  
 
Theresa received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Spring Hill 
College, Mobile, Alabama and a Graduate Degree in Banking 
from Stonier. Her community activity includes: Chair, Monroe 
County Industrial Development Authority (COMIDA); Vice-
Chair, Empire State Zone Authority; Board Member, WIRED; 
Board Member of Memorial Art Gallery; Trustee, New York 
State Lawyers Fund; Board Member, University of Rochester 
Eye Institute. 
 
Krist in H. Neuman, Esq. 
Senior Counsel, Proskauer Rose 
Kristin H. Neuman is senior counsel in the New York office of 
Proskauer Rose LLP. Her practice includes patent and trade 
secret litigation, strategic IP counseling, patent infringement 
and validity opinions, IP transactions, and IP due diligence in 
support of mergers and acquisitions, private equity 
investments, and IPOs. Kristin received a B.A. in biochemistry, 
Phi Beta Kappa, from the University of Colorado and received 
her Juris Doctor from Georgetown University Law Center. 
Kristin began her legal career as law clerk to the Honorable 
Roger B. Andewelt of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims in 
Washington, D.C. While in law school, she clerked for the 
General CounselÕs Office of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA), where she assisted in legal 
matters related to the space shuttle Challenger disaster.  
Kristin is admitted to practice in the States of New York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and Colorado, and in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. She is a member of the 
New York Intellectual Property Law Association, the Federal 
Circuit Bar Association, the American Chemical Society, the 
New York Biotechnology Association, and The New York 
Academy of Sciences. Kristin serves on the Board of the 3rd 
Patent Strategies Conference. 
 
Jane Wasman, JD 
General Counsel, Acorda Therapeut ics, Inc. 
Jane Wasman has been Executive Vice President, General 
Counsel and Corporate Secretary for Acorda Therapeutics 
(Hawthorne, NY) since May 2004.  From 1995 to 2004, Ms. 
Wasman held various leadership positions at Schering-
Plough Corporation, including Staff Vice President and 
Associate General Counsel responsible for legal support for 
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US Pharmaceuticals operations, including sales, marketing 
and compliance; FDA regulatory matters; global research and 
development; and, corporate licensing and business 
development.  Previously, Ms. Wasman specialized in 
litigation at Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson. She also 
served as Associate General Counsel to the US Senate 
Committee on Veteran's Affairs. 
 
Cynthia Kuper, PhD 
CEO, Versilant  Technologies, Inc. 
Cynthia Kuper, PhD, is CEO of Versilant Technologies, Inc., an 
emerging technology consultancy that helps develop nano- 
and micro-scale solutions for real-world problems in such 
areas as biomarkers, biochemistry, nanotechnology, and 
other areas.  She has aslo served as Chief Technology Officer 
of Micromem Technologies, Inc, a publicly-held company 
engaged in the research and development of Magnetic 
Random Access Memory (MRAM).  A native of Philadelphia, 
Kuper received her B.S. and Ph.D. in Chemistry from Temple 
University, where she currently sits as an IT Fellow and 
adjunct professor, teaching a first of its kind course in 
business and new technologies at the Fox School of Business. 
 She furthered her studies through a postdoctoral fellowship 
in the laboratories of Nobel Laureate Richard Smalley at Rice 
University in Houston, where she worked through a 
cooperative agreement with NASA at the Johnson Space 
Center. 
 
Lorraine D. Ellis, MS, MBA 
President /CEO, Research Dynamics Consult ing 
Group, Ltd. 
Lorraine D. Ellis has over 30 years experience in the 
pharmaceutical industry. She is founder and President/CEO 
of Research Dynamics Consulting Group, Ltd. since 1993. The 
company is a privately held CRO conducting Phase I-IV 
clinical trials for the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and 
medical device industries using state-of-the-art technology.  
As one of the top training companies in the industry, the 
company conducts training courses throughout the country, 
and provides training aids and products for clinical research 
professionals.  The companyÕs focus is on providing high 
quality clinical research cost-effectively through the use of 
leading edge technology and experienced people. 
 
Christ ine Casey-Charter 
Senior Branch Leader, Lab Support  
Christine has 10 years of recruiting experience working with 
Lab Support, the scientific recruiting division of On 
Assignment.  She has placed over 1000 scientists throughout 
New York and Connecticut since 1998 and is active in the 
WCC (Women's Chemists Committee), and ACS (American 
Chemical Society).  Prior to joining Lab Support Christine 
worked for 10 years as Method Development Chemist for a 
consulting firm. 
 
Marianne Porter 
Manager Human Resources & Administ rat ion, 
PsychoGenics, Inc. 
Ms. Marianne Porter received her M.S. from Manhattanville 
College in 2006 and her B.A. in Psychology/Religion from The 

College of Wooster . Ms. Porter has over 9 years of experience 
working in Human Resources in the biotechnology industry. 
Prior to coming to PsychoGenics, Ms. Porter was employed at 
Innoval Systems where she was in charge of Customer Service 
for a small software technology firm that delivers software 
solutions for large integrated systems. 
 
Saudhamini Part hasarathy, PhD 
President  & CEO, Scit ora, Inc. 
Dr. Saudha Parthasarathy is the founding President and 
Scientific Director of SCITORA Biomedical Sciences, a scientific 
solutions company that provides strategic educational and 
communication services to the pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology industry. Prior to entering the world of 
biomedical communications, Saudha served as Director of 
Research Laboratories at the Orentreich Foundation for the 
Advancement of Science in Cold Spring, New York. She has 
also served as an adjunct professor at Mount St. Mary's 
College, Newburgh, New York, and the State University of 
New York at New Paltz. Saudha received a master's degree 
from the University of Bombay, India. She continued her 
training in the United States, earning another master's and a 
doctoral degree in biological sciences from St. John's 
University, Queens, New York. By marrying her interest and 
skills in scientific research and her love for writing and 
teaching, Saudha has created a niche in the strategic 
development and dissemination of scientific information to 
professional audiences. 
 
Gerri Babiarz 
HR Consultant  
Gerri has been a human resources professional for more than 
25 years.  She began her career at Ciba-Geigy Corporation, a 
multi-national pharmaceutical company in 1980.  After 18 
years with Ciba, she joined Purdue Pharmaceuticals where 
she was Director of Human Resources for the Research & 
Development facility in Ardsley, NY.    Gerri then started her 
own human resources consulting firm, specializing in 
recruitment and training and development.  She spent several 
years consulting with MannKind Corporation, a 
biopharmaceutical company in Danbury, Connecticut and 
now serves as an executive recruiter at Boehringer-Ingelheim 
Pharmaceuticals in Ridgefield, Connecticut.  Gerri graduated 
with a B.S. in Music Education from the State University 
College at Potsdam, NY and studied Opera Theater at the 
Julliard School of Music. 


